
Literary Reading: 

• Describe in depth a character, se ng, or event in a story 
or drama.   
Describe a character in the story using specific details.  

Describe the setting of the story using specific details.  

Describe what happened in the story when …  

• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text.  

 
What does the word ________ mean in this sentence?  

Can you read the words or sentences around the word to help you de-
termine its meaning?  

What does the phrase _________ mean?  

Informa onal Reading: 

• Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is 
supported by key details; summarize the text.  

How would you summarize what you have read so far?  

What is this passage about?  

Why do you think that? Can you give some details from the text that 
supports your thinking?  

• Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts including 
what happened and why in a historical, scien fic, or 
technical text. 

     Can you explain what is happening in this text?  

      Why do you think this is happening?  

      What is the first step in this procedure? Can you explain what step  
 comes next?  

• Determine the meaning of academic and specific words 
or phrases in a texts of grade 4 topic or subject area.   

 
What strategies can you use to help you find the meaning of the word?  

LEAP Into Literacy 
Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening  

Check Out These  
Back to School Titles: 

• Fourth Grade Rats by Jerry Spinelli 

• Ka e Kazoo Switcheroo Who’s Afraid of 
Fourth Grade? by Nancy Krulik 

• The Homework Machine by Dan Gutman 

• The World According to Humphrey by 
Be y G. Birney 

• Frindle by Anderw Clements 

A newsletter providing grade level information on what your child is learning in literacy with suggested resources for families.  

Wri ng: 

Students may be asked 
to write a narra ve, informa ve/
Explanatory or opinion  piece at vari-
ous mes throughout the school 
year.   

Narra ve– develop real or imagined ex-
periences or events using effective tech-
nique, descriptive details, and clear event 
sequences.  

Informa ve-Introduce a topic clearly and 
group related information in paragraphs 
and sections; include formatting (e.g., 
headings). 

Opinion– introduce a topic or text clearly, 
state an opinion, group related ideas to sup-
port the writer’s purpose and provide rea-
sons that are supported by facts and details.  
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Language Rocks! 
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Vocabulary Builders: 

Vocabulary is a part of every content 
area. Academic language must be 
taught so that students begin to write 
and speak as if they are ready for col-
lege or a career.  As a family, collect 
words in a jar, bowl or on paper.  Have 
your child search for words or phrases 
in books, magazines, cereal boxes 
etc...that spark their interest. Each 
week try to use one of the words col-
lected. 

Here are a few Word Jar tips: 

1. Keep it simple. Don’t start with 
SAT word lists! fill your jar with words 
from magazines, books, food jars, and 
lists provided by your teachers based on 
your child’s reading level. 

2. Include some words with double 
meanings. A word like signal is both a noun and a 
verb. A word such as staple is a noun, verb and ad-
jective and has a few completely different meanings. 

3. Use words your child knows but may not regu-
larly use. The above example of signal is perfect. 

4. Relax. Don’t make 
it a test. It’s sup-
posed to be fun. The 
real goal is simply to 
demonstrate the bene-
fits and joys of having 
a large vocabulary.  

5. Use words from previous days. Try to reuse 
words from previous days in conversation.  

www.whatdowedoallday.com/2012/07/summer-word-jar-plus-tips
-and-ideas.html 

 

 

Ways to ask 
your kids how 

their school day was without ask-
ing… “How was Your Day?” 

#1.  What was the best thing that happened at 
school today?  (What was the worst thing that 
happened at school today?) 

#2.  Tell me something that made you laugh 
today. 

#3.  If you could choose who would you like to 
sit by in class?  (Who would you NOT want to 
sit by in class?  Why?) 

#4.  Where is the coolest place at the school? 

#5.  Tell me a weird word that you heard to-
day.  (Or something weird that someone said.) 

#6.  If I called your teacher tonight what would 
she tell me about you? 

Adapted from 

-Simple Simon and Company 

Online Reading and Games: 

Game for learning antonyms/synonyms 
• http://pbskids.org/wordgirl/games/

misspower/ 

• www.abcya.com/synonyms 

• www.abcya.com/antonyms 

Builds comprehension by using daily news  

• http://www.newsela.com 

• http://smarttutor.com 

Reading lessons 

• http://www.funbrain.com/grammar/
index.html 


